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New York, NY 10012

Education New York University
Ph.D. Candidate, Political Science, 2027 (expected)
Subfields: Political Economy of Development, Comparative Politics, IPE
Dissertation: From Aid Dependence to Self-Reliance: Essays on the Political Economy of

Shifting Government Revenues in the Developing World
Committee: Cyrus Samii, Gwyneth McClendon, David Stasavage, Peter Rosendorff

University of Chicago - Harris School of Public Policy
M.P.P (with Honours), 2021

Research Working Papers
Framing Effects on Support for Fiscal Reforms: Experimental Evidence from Ghana
Under Review

The Effects of Learning about New Electoral Rules: Field Experimental Evidence
from Sierra Leone

with Gwyneth McClendon (NYU), Revise & Resubmit

Africa Beyond Aid? Foreign Aid Cutbacks and Political Competition in sub-Saharan Africa
In Preparation for Submission

Beyond Foreign Aid: How do Developing Countries Substitute Concessional Finance?
with Mengfan Cheng (NYU)

Select Works in Progress
Payments for Ecosystem Services to Reduce Deforestation in Liberia

with Alexandra Hartman (UCL), Cyrus Samii (NYU) & Darin Christensen (UCLA)

When do Post-Conflict States Choose Integrating over Separating Ethnic Recognition?
with Cyrus Samii (NYU) € Elisabeth King (NYU)

Preventing and countering extremism by building civilian-state cooperation among women:
Evidence from a field experiment in Kenya
with Anna Wilke & Jimmy Graham (NYU)

Teaching  New York University

International Politics (TA, Undergraduate) Spring 2025
Field Experiments (Invited Guest Lecture, PhD seminar) Dec 2024
Comparative Politics (TA, Undergraduate) Spring 2024
The Politics of Climate Change (TA, Undergraduate) Fall 2023

University of Chicago
Conflict: Root Causes, Consequences and Solutions (TA, Graduate) Winter 2021


mailto:aviahuja@nyu.edu
https://www.aviahuja.com/

Awards &
Fellowships

Presentations

Peace & Recovery Initiative, Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA)
$74,939 (joint with Jimmy Graham & Anna Wilke) 2025

International Studies Association Conference Travel Grant
$600 travel grant 2025

George Downs Prize, NYU Politics Department
$4,000 research award 2024

Humane Studies Fellowship, Institute for Humane Studies (IHS)
$2,500 research award 2024

Thoyer Fellowship, NYU Africa House
$2,500 research award 2023

Department of Politics Conference Grant, NYU
$250 MPSA travel grant 2024, 2023

APSA Special Projects Fund, GSIPE
$250 conference grant 2023

King Climate Action Initiative, J-PAL
$66,182 (joint with Alex Hartman, Cyrus Samii & Darin Christensen) 2023

Original Research Grant, The Pearson Institute at University of Chicago
$5,000 summer field research grant 2021

Pearson Fellow, The Pearson Institute at University of Chicago
$72,000 tuition scholarship 2019-21

Henry M. MacCracken Fellowship, New York University
Full tuition scholarship 2021-present

Conferences and Invited Talks
American Political Science Association (upcoming) 2025
Vancouver, Canada

The Future of Development Assistance Workshop (invited speaker) 2025
Center for Governance and Markets, University of Pittsburgh

Political Economy of Aid and Development Society 2025
University of Glasgow, Scotland

Political Parties in Africa Annual Conference 2025
University of Cape Town, South Africa (Virtual)

Rebecca Morton Conference on Experimental Political Science (poster) 2025
New York University



Research
Experience

International Studies Association
Chicago, IL

Graduate Students in International Political Economy (GSIPE)

Virtual Speaker Series

Midwest Political Science Association

2025, 2024,

Democracy and Development in the Global South Conference

University of Zurich, Switzerland

International Political Economy Society (IPES)
European University Institute, Italy

Mini-Conference on Institutions and Democracy in Africa
LSE and University of York (Online)

Toronto-Montreal Political Behavior Workshop (poster)
McGill University, Canada

Political Economy of International Organization (PEIO)
Stockholm University, Sweden

Conference on The Political Economy of Aid (declined)
University College Dublin, Ireland

Working Group in African Political Economy (WGAPE)
Strathmore University, Kenya

High-Level Stakeholder Forum on National Cohesion (invited),
Sierra Leone Peace Commission & Institute for Governance Reform

Online IPE Research Seminar (IPO-Forschungsseminar)
German Political Science Association (DVPW)

Virtual International Political Economy Society (VIPES) Workshop

Conference on International Economics & Political Economy
Brandeis University

New York University
International Relations Workshop
Political Methodology Workshop
Comparative Politics Workshop

Sovereign Debt Lab, Princeton University
RA for Prof. Layna Mosley & Prof. Peter Rosendorff

New York University
RA for Prof. Pablo Querubin

2025, 2024,

2024,
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Service

Reviewer
Skills
Fieldwork

Affiliations

University of Chicago
RA for Prof. James Robinson & Prof. Raul Sanchez de la Sierra 2019-2021

World Bank Group, Zambia
Impact Evaluation Consultant 2018-2019

Innovations for Poverty Action, Liberia
Senior Research Associate 2016-2017

Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), Odisha, India
Research Associate 2015-2016

Identities & Ideologies Project (NYU), Graduate Coordinator 2024-2025

International Studies Association (ISA), Chair & Discussant 2025
Panel: A New Cold War? Africa’s Place in the Emerging Global Order
Graduate Students in IPE Workshop, Discussant & Moderator 2025

Contemporary Africa Political Economy Research Seminar (CAPERS) 2023
UChicago International Development Policy Association, Co-Chair 2020-2021

Journal of Politics 2025
Stata, R, Python, INTEX, QGIS, GeoDa, SurveyCTO, ArcGIS

Liberia (2023, 2022, 2017, 2016), Sierra Leone (2023, 2021), Ghana (2023)
Zambia (2019, 2018), Odisha (2016, 2015)

International Studies Association (ISA)

American Political Science Association (APSA)
Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA)
International Political Economy Society (IPES)
Africa House, New York University

Identities & Ideology Project, New York University



